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Tony : Last weekend, I played a board game called * Othello with my host family
members. It was very interesting, and we enjoyed playing it for about
two hours.

Koshi : Don’t you have the same kind of board game in Britain?
Tony : Yes, we do. I think that the board game called Reversiis very *similar,

o but [ as/as/is/it/ popular / not ] Othello here in Japan. So, it was the

first time for me to play this kind of board game.
Miki: Is there any *link between the two board games?
Teacher : I don’t know about the link, but Othello was first invented by a junior high

school boy, and I can tell you @ his story about this board game.

Miki: It is surprising that it was invented by a junior high school student!

Teacher: It was just after the Second World War. Children didn’t have enough
things to play with, so he *thought of the new board game with black and
white stones used in Zgo.

Tony : What is Igo?

Koshi: It is a traditional Japanese board game. We use many black and white
stones on a board and need a lot of time to finish the game because the
rule isn’t simple.

Tony : Isn’t it difficult to finish it during the *break time at school?

Teacher : Of course it is. It was necessary for the students to finish it soon. He
needed to make new rules like changing the color of all the stones if they
are *surrounded by the stones of the other side.

Koshi : I think he and his friends enjoyed their new board game as we enjoy games
on our smartphones during the break time.

Teacher : Maybe, but it took some years until many people started to enjoy the game.
Many years later, he told his invention to a company and asked them to
produce the board game. In 1973 it was sold as Othello. Do you know
where the name Othello comes from?

Miki: It doesn’t sound like Japanese.



Tony : Ifitis an English name, we have a *classical *play called Othello.
Teacher : That’s right. It comes from the famous play written by * William
Shakespeare, an English writer. His father taught English
*literature at university and named the game after the play Othello.
Koshi: Why was it named Othello after the play?
Teacher : Maybe because the board game is so exciting like the play. The
*situation for each side changes *quickly and we cannot know the

results until the end.

Tony: I've also learned @_a link between the game and my country.
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